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FREF A CE 


FROM the teſtimony of many who 
heard the following diſcourfe preached, 
there is reaſon to believe that it was 
made a real Bleſſing to their Souls. 
Through their Solicitations it was com- 
mitted to the preſs, and the firſt Edition 
of it was immediately fold. Since then, 
many truly reſpectable, pious perſons 
have earneſtly requeſted me to reprint 
it— hoping therefore that it may be 
more extenſively uſeful, I have pub- 
liſhed a ſecond Edition. May that 
divine Saviour, of whom it treats, own 
and blefs it to every Reader; and the 
Glory ſhall be his for ever and ever. 
Amen. * 
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PHILIPPIANS ii, Ver. 6, 7, 8. 


Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God ; but made him- 
felf of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and was made in the like» 
neſs of men: and, being found in faſhion as a 
man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Croſs. 


F we attentively read the words of the 

text, and underſiand what we read, we 
ſhall be ready to acknowledge, with this apoſ- 
tle, that “ great is the myſtery of godlineſs; 
& God was manifeſt in the fleſh *.“ 

That God ſhould become man, and die to 
ſave man, is aſtoniſhing indeed! The more 
we conſider and intently meditate upon the 
glorious work of redemption by Chriſt Jeſus, 
the more ſhall we be conſtrained to cry, O 
the _ of the riches, both of the wiſdom 


* 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
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and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways paſt find- 
ing. 

Saint Paul, in diſcourfing upon the perſon 
of Chriſt, conſiders him in his complex cha- 
racter; and therefore ſpeaks of him with re- 
ference both to his divine- and human nature. 

Firſt, he tells us, that “ Chriſt, being in 
the torm of God, thought it not _— to 
be equal with God.“ 

He was in the form of God.—What doth 
the apoſtle mean by this phraſe? The ſame 
which the Evangeliſt meant, when he aid, 
* In the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was God +,” 
He means that Chriſt was really and truly God, 
as is evident trom what follows in the text: 
for he faith, in ver. 7, (with an eye to his 
humiliation), that“ he took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and was made in the like» 
neſs of men;”* the meaning of which is, that 
he was, not only in appearance, but in rea- 
lity, both a ſervant and a man, So the form 
of God (as it is here oppoſed to the form of a 


Rom. Xi. 33. + John i. 1. 
{ers 
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ſervant, and the likeneſs of men) ſignifies that 
he was truly aud properly God, previous to his 
incarnation; as he was truly and properly 
man, after his incarnation: and, when he 
aſſumed our nature, he then was God and 
man in the perſon of one Chriſt... 

His prior nature was truly divine, for he 
was poſſe ſſed of all the eſſential perfections of 
Deity; nor is there any one attribute aſeribed 
to God that is not aſcribed to him. Is Eter- 
nity one of the perfections of Deity? Chriſt 
is eternal.—““ Eefore the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever he had formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, he is God *.“ —Elſe how could 
he, with any degree of truth, ſay, „I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come +?” And this well accords with 


the prophet's words, who, when ſpeaking of 


Chriſt, calls him the Everlaſting Father 1. 
Again, is Omnipotence a perfection 

aſcribed to God? Could the Pſalmiſt ſay, 1 

know that the Lord is great, and that our 


* Pſalm xc. 2. + Rey. i. 8. f Ifai. ix. 6 
Lord 


WS 
Lord is above all Gods. Whatſoever the Lord 
pleaſed, that did he in Heaven, and in earth, 
in the ſeas and all deep places*?” Chriſt. 1s 
omnipotent, and he hath manifeſted his power 
in the works of creation. The earth, the 
ſea, the heavens,. and thoſe grand luminaries 
which ſhine in the firmament of the heavens, 
are the workmanſhip of his hand ; the crea- 
tures of his power; for „ all things were 
made by him; and without him, was not any 
thing made that was made +,” „Thus the 
inviſible things of him, from the creation of 
the world, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by. the things that are made, even his cternal 
power and Godhead 1.“ And, as the Lord 
Jehovah is called the Mighty God $&, and he 
appearcd. unto Abram by the name of the 
Almighty God ||, ſo is Chriſt called the 
Mighty God © ; and he made himſelf known 
to his evangeliſt John by the name. of the 
Almighty **. 
Farthermore, is Otnnitcience one of the 
_ perfeQions of Deny ? Is it not ſaid of Jeho- 
'*, Pſalm cxxxv. 5, 6. + John i. 3. 1 Rom. i. ac. 


$ Deut. vii. 21, I Gen. xvil. 1. ©, Iſai. ix. 6. 
Rev. i. 8. 
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vah, that he is a God of knowledge“? and 
doth he not fay of himſelf, «++ I the Lord 


ſearch the heart, I try the reins +?” This is 
the alone prerogative of God, to know the 
hearts of all the children of men . But 


Chriſt is poſſeſfed of this knowledge ; there- 
fore he muſt be God. For though, when 
fpoken of in ſcripture as man, ſome things are 
ſaid to be hidden from him &; yet, when we 
confider him as to his divine nature, it is 


Z# equally evident, from the ſame word of truth, 


that his underſtanding is infinite |]. In the 
belief of this, we hear an apoſtle appealing to 
him; Lord, thou knoweſt all things J.“ 
It is from this conſideration that the Scriptures 
affirm, 4* He needed not that any ſhould teſ- 
tify of man, for he knew what was in 
man **.“ | 

If he were not omniſcient, he never could 


= fay, All the churches ſhall know that I am 
> he which ſearcheth the reins and hearts, and 


* 1 Sam. ii. 3. + Fer. xvii.10. f 1 Kings viii. 39. 
$ Mark xiii. 32. || Pf. cxlvii. 5. J John xxi. 17. 
** John ii. 25. 
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I will give unto every one of you according 
to your works *.“ 

Again, is Omnipreſence alſo one of the per- 
fections of God? Is Jehovah the only being 
who can ſay, Do not I fill heaven and 
earth +? And did he comfort his people of 
old with this promiſe, “ In all places where 
I record my name, I will come unto thee, and 
J will blefs thee 1? © Such a being is Chriſt, 
he filleth all in all$.” And, for the comfort 
of his goſpel- church, he faith, « Lo! I am 
with you always Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midſt of them J.“ This could na 
poſſibly be, unleſs he were omnipreſent. 

Once more: Is God immutable ; « with 
whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of 
turning **?” Hath he ſaid, I am the Lord; 
I change not ++?” This is more thari any 
creature can ſay; for mutability belongeth 
to all created beings : but Chriſt is immuta- 
ble; conſequently more than a creature, 


Rev. ii. 23. + Jer. xxiii. 24. 1 Exod. xx. 24. 
$ Eph. i. 23. J Mat. xxviii. 20. J Mat, xviii. 20. 
Jam. i. 17. ++ Mal. iii. 6, 
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g W* He is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever *,” David, with an eye to the immuta- 
* @ bility of Jehovah, faith, « Of old haſt thou 
laid the foundation of the earth; and the hea- 
2X vens are the work of thy hands. They ſhall 
3 periſh, but thou ſhalt endure; yea, all of 
them ſhall wax old like a garment ; as a veſ- 
ture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall. 
be changed: but thou art the ſame, and thy 
years ſhall have no end +.” But the author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews applies theſe 
words to Chriſt J, to ſhew us that he is the 
unchangeable Jehovah : 
And, if the eternity, omnipotence, omni 
ſcience, omnipreſence, and immutability of 
Chriſt, are not demonſtrative proofs of his 
8 divinity ; I confeſs, I know not what are. 
4 If Chriſt be not truly and properly God, 
he, of courſe, can only be a creature. — Let 
us, for a moment, conſider him in this light, 
and ſee how the following epithets will agree 
with his name. 
An eternal creature! an omnipotent erea- 


* Heb. xiii. 8. + PL. cii. 25, 26, 27. 
1 Heb, i. 8-12, 
B ture! 
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ture ! an omniſcient creature! an omnipreſent” | 
creature! an immutable creature ! This, ſay 
you, is impoſſible ; — and ſo ſay IJ. — But if, 
inſtead of the word creature, we put the word 
God, or Jehovah, to all theſe epithets, we 
then ſhall behold the moſt perfect harmony 
and agreement. 

When any who bear the Chriſtian name 
depart from the ſimplicity of the goſpel “, be- 
come wile in their own conceits fF, and ſet᷑ 
up their own reaſon in oppoſition to the word 
of God, which 1s given to us to be the rule 
of our faith and practice; we need not won- 
der that they ſhould deny the deity of Chriſt, 
and many other truths revealed in the ſerip- 
tures ; eſpecially when we are there informed 
of ſome, who wreſt, or pervert, the ſcrip= 
tures to their own deſtruction 3. 

The bible being a revelation from that God, 
who is infinite in wiſdom and unerring in 
Judganent, it cannot poſſibly contain any 
thing that is contrary to reaſon ; but it doth: 
contain many things which are above it, and 
which no man can comprehend, 


* 2 Cor. xi, 3. + Rom, xii. 16, f 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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And it informs us of many things, which 
otherwiſe, we never could have known: ſuch 
as the creation of the world; man's fall in 
Adam, and his recovery in Chriſt; the im- 
mortality of the ſoul; the nature of God; 
the trinity of perſons in the godhead; the 


WF worſhip which God requireth of his crea- 


tures; &c. &. How ignorant were the 
Gentiles of theſe things, notwithſtanding all 
their boaſted wiſdom ! And ignorant they 
would always have remained, had they not 
been blefled with the light of revelation “. 

It, therefore, is our duty to bring our rea- 
ſon to the ſcriptures ; and, inſtead of pervert- 
ing them from their plain and obvious mean- 
ing, or rejecting what we cannot comprehend, 
we ought to acknowledge our ignorance and 
blindneſs; and pray, Lord, what I know 
not teach; thou me.” Then we ſhall expe- 
rience the truth of the prophet's words, viz. 
that «4 Way-faring men, though fools, ſhall 
not err therein 4. Not that we are to give 
up our reaſon in matters of reiigion ; for this 
would be making ignorance the mother of 


* 1 Cor, i. 20, 21. + Ifaiah, xxxv. 8. 
B 2 devo- 
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devotion, On the other hand, we are not to 
reject what we cannot underſtand, but muſt | 
ſimply reſt upon God's unerring word, and 
often believe what reaſon cannot fathom. © 
But to proceed. The apoſtle faith, that 
« Chriſt, being in the form of God, though A 
it not robbery to be equal with God ;” that is | 4 
to ſay, he claimed an equality with God the 
Father: and, in ſo doing, he did not look I 
upon himſelf as an uſurper ; nor think that | 
he, in any wiſe, acted a diſhoneſt, or an un- 
becoming part. Yet, if what the Arians ſay 
be true, viz. that he is not equal with the 
Father, that he is only a ſubordinate, or an 
inferior God, or that he is only a very highly 
exalted creature; it ſurely muſt be the great- 
eſt robbery, yea, the greateſt BLASPHEMY, 
for him to claim an equality with God ; and, 
ſuppoſing them to be right in their aſſertions, 
inſtead of relying upon him for ſalvation, he 
ought to be ſhunned as the vileſt impoſtor. 
That wicked deceiver Mahomet, whoſe 
memory the Turks and other deluded na- 
tions ſo much adore, never went ſo great a 
length as this; though he aſſumed the title 
I ol 


\ expreſs image of his perſon. 


. 
of the apoſtle of God, he did not once pre- 
ſume to be equal with him. Therefore, if 
what Arians ſay be true, viz. that Chriſt is 
not equal with God, it follows, that he is, 


by far, worſe than Mahomet. 


But God forbid ! that we ſhould believe a 
doctrine ſo contradictory to the ſcriptures, 
and fo diſgraceful to the author of our ſalva- 


tion. May we ever ſee it to be a doctrine 
fraught with danger, and void of truth; and 


may we inceſſantly pray for, and heartily pity 
thoſe, whoſe minds are poiſoned with its bane- 
ful influence: If God, peradventure, will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth *.” 

* Chriſt thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God.” —And no marvel ; ſeeing “ he is 
the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the 
” He is every 
way like unto the Father, hath communion 
with him in the ſame undivided effence, or 
godhead, and 1s poſſeſſed of the ſame eſſential 
attributes, properties, and perfections. Hence, 
he ſaid to his diſciples, who were mourning, 


T2 Tn. 11. 25.—1 John, v. 20.— Titus, ii 13. 
becauſe 
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becauſe he was ſhortly to leave them, and re- 
turn to heaven, from whence he came, Be- 
heve me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me *.“ 

Again, he ſaid to his Jewiſh adverſaries, < I 
and my Father are one +.” What are we to 
underſtand by theſe phraſes? Not that the 
Father and the Son are one perfon, but that 
they are one in nature and perfections, as well 
as in will and deſign; and that, though they 
be perſonally diſtinct, yet they are eſſentially 
the ſame; and, having communion in the 
ſame divine eſſence, are one God. 

To explain the mode of exiſtence is impoſ- 
ſible. It 1s not revealed; therefore can be no 
article of our Faith. We are not, in any part 
of ſcripture, called upon to believe how the 
divine perſons exiſt in the godhead ; but we 
are therein informed that they do e We 
read, that there are three which bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy-Ghoſt; and that theſe three are 
one :“ that is, they are one God. This is to 
be believed, becauſe revealed; and hence alſo 


* John, xiv. 11. + John, x. 30. 1 1 John, v. 7, 
ap- 
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appeareth the proper deity of Chriſt : for, if 
the godhead of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy-Ghoſt, be one, and cannot be divided; 
then it follows, that, as the Father and the 
Holy-Ghoſt are God, fo is the Son. 

It 1s evident the Jews thus underſtood our 
Saviour; for, when he told them“ J and my 
Father are one,“ they did not miſtake his 
meaning. They knew that he therein main- 
tained his equality with God the Father; 
therefore it is added, Then the Jews took 
up ſtones again to ſtone him. Jeſus anſwered 
them, Many good works have I thewed you 
from my Father, for which of thoſe works 
do ye ſtone me? The Jews anſwered him, 
ſaying, For a good work we ſtone thee not, 
but for blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou, be- 
ing a man, makeſt thyſelf God *.“ 

Had he been only a man, they would, in 
calling him a blaſphemer, have ſpoken the 
truth; and their conduct towards him, after 
he had undergone a proper trial, would have 


been juſtifiable from the law of God +. 


John, x. 30, 33. + Levit. xxiv. 16. 
But, 
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But, having given undeniable proofs of his 
divinity, proots ſufficteht to convince every 
mind open to conviction, they were the blaſ- 
phemers, not the bleſſed Feſus ; they, and not 
Chriſt, deſerved to be ſtoned. 

As our Lord and Saviour thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God the Father, nei- 
ther did he account it any robbery to are in 
his honours ; for he declared, in the hearing 
of his enemies, that all men ſhould honour 
the Son even as they honour the Father.” And 
added, He that honoureth not the Son, ho- 
noureth not the Father which hath ſent 
him “.“ | 5 

Now Jehovah hath ſaid, “ My glory will 
I not give to another F.“ But Chriſt, who 
is truth itſelf, claims the glory that is due to 
Jehovah ; which could not be, unleſs the god- 
head of the Father and the Son be one, and 
their glory equal. | 

To honour the Son, according to the ſcrip- 
ture, is to worſhip, ſerve, and obey him; 
which would be idolatry, were he not a di- 
vine perſon : but, being God over all, bleſſed 


John, v. 23. + Ifaiah, xlii. 8. 
for 
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for evermore, thus to honour him is both 
our duty, our happineſs, and our privilege. 

Are we not baptized in the name of the 
Son, as well as of the Father“? Wherefore, 
then, is he not, with the Father, to be wor- 
ſhipped as God? 

He hath been thus worſhipped and prayed 
to, not only by dying Stephen + and the 
thief upon the croſs f, but by all the ſaints 
of God in the apoſtolic age &: and, I might 
add, by all the true worſhippers of God in 
every age ſince. I ſay true worthippers ; for, 
if they who honour not the Son, honour not 
the Father who ſent him; then only thoſe 
who honour the Son, that is, pay him divine 
homage, are true worſhippers. 

And, as, ſaints on earth, ſo likewiſe do 
angels in Heaven, thus honour him. And 
let all the angels of God worſhip him ||,” 
ſaid the Father. And the Apoſtle John aſ- 
ſures us this command is obeyed; for he ſaith, 
« I beheld, and J heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, —laying, with 


* Mat. xxviii. 19. + Ads vii. 59. f Luke xxiii, 42. 
$ 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. || Heb. i. 6. 
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a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlain to receive power, and riches, and wiſ- 
dom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing. And every creature which is 
1n Heaven, and ou the earth, and under the 
earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that 
are in them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and unto nn 
Lamb, for ever and ever *.“ | OH 
Can imagination paint, or language repre- 
ſent, any worſhip, due from rational and in- 
telligent beings to the 'ſupreme Majeſty of 
Heaven and earth, greater than the worſhip 
which the angelic hoſts are here faid to give 
unto Chriſt? But theſe holy and happy 
ſpirits are, in effect, charged with folly by 
many of the preſent age; I mean by them 
who deny the proper deity of Chriſt; who 
dare to ſay that he is not equal with the Fa- 
ther, and therefore not entitled to the ſame 
honour and worſhip. 
If fo, then heaven itſelf is not free from 
idelaters, any more than the Church, of 


Rev. v. 11—13. 
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Chriſt on earth; for angels, as hath been ob- 
ſerved, honour the Son 7 every reſpect as 
they honour the Father. 

But what is the ſtandard, erected by theſe 
perſons, to judge of this point? Not the 
ſtandard of truth, the word of God, for that 
would ſoon decide the matter againſt them, 
the Godhead of Chriſt being therein evidently 
declared. They ſet up their own wiſdom ; 
and, with this, they think to find out the 
Almighty to perfection “. 

Theſe are the men of rational principles; 
ſome of whom have been modeſt enough to 
afirm that no man of ſenſe can believe the 
doctrine of the Trinity, or allow the equa- 
lity of Chriſt with the Father. What they 
can comprehend in Religion, they will believe, 
and nothing more. 

But are they perfect maſters of the book of 
Nature? Do they underſtand every thing 
contained therein? Do not they, do nod all, 
believe many things which they cannot fully 
comprehend? I am perſuaded they do; or 
the world would be full of ſceptics, And 


# Job xi. 7. 
C 2 the 


—— — 
” 


( » ] 
the ſame might be ſaid reſpecting the book of 
Providence.—Why then ſhould any of the 
ſinful tons of men, becauſe their narrow con- 
trated minds cannot fully explore the deep 
things of God, contained in his word, reject 
them as icrational and abſurd? 

I ſincerely with that all ſuch perſons would 
carefully read the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 
41ſt chapters of the book of Job. It might 
be the means of humbling them in the duſt 
before the Almighty. And, ſeeing there are 
many things, both in Nature and Providence, 
which, though they believe, they cannot 
fully account for, they may, and they will, 
if truly humbled before God, the mote rea- 
dily give credit to the book of Revelation, 
and receive all its doctrines, becauſe they 
come with a Thus sAITH THE Lok p.“ 

But, if they remain the children o 
pride“, vainly puffed up with their fleſby 
minds +, need we wonder that they are per- 
mitted to fall into the moſt deſtructive errors, 
ſince they idolize their own reaſon, and, to ſay 
the beſt, do but in part believe the ſcriptures ? 


* Job ali. 34 + Col. il. 18. 


If 


FM 

If any ſuch are before me, I pity you from 
my inmoſt ſoul; and I do earneſtly pray the 
Lord to chaſe away that worſe than midnight 
darkneſs, which envelopes your minds, make 
you to ſee the pride and ignorance of your 
hearts, and cauſe you to ſet up the ſcriptures, 
not your carnal reaſon, to be a lamp unto 
your feet, and a light unto your paths *. So 
ſhall you be taught to eſcape every deſtructive 
error; and, at laſt, believing in Jeſus as your 
Saviour and your God, be ſafely guided to 
the haven of eternal reſt 9. 8 

Secondly, The apoſtle, having previouſly 
ſpoken of the divine nature of Chriſt, pro- 
ceeds to take notice of his human nature, 
and particularly his wonderful humiliation in 
that nature. 

« He made himſelf of no reputation,” 
that is, he emptied himſelf, brought himſelf, 
as it were, to nothing. Not that he ceaſed 
to be what he was; this was impoſſible ; but 


he abaſed himſelf, by aſſuming a nature, in- 
finitely beneath him, into union with his 


divine nature. 


# Pſalm cxix. 105, + 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 13. 
2 «6 He 
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% He was made in the likeneſs of men;“ 
that is to ſay, he became really and truly a 
man, bone of our bone, and fleſh of our 
fleſh. *<* The word, the eternal Logos, the 
ſecond perſon in the Trinity, was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us *.“ Here is a myſtery 
indecd ! that the Ancient of days +, the Fa- 
ther of eternity, ſhould become the infant of 
an hour! And what is our nature, conſidered 
in its beſt eſtate, compared with his? It is 
as nothing. 

He ſurely then might be ſaid to have emp- 
tied himſelf, or to have made himſelf of no 
reputation, by afſuming our nature; for, 
though ſcripture informs us, that * In him 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the gudhead 
bodily ;“ that is, ſubſtantially and eſſenti- 
ally; yet, like the Sun in an eclipſe, it was 
hidden; for his glory and divine Majeſty 
were ſeen and acknowledged but by few, 
during the time of his tabernacling among us. 

We may farther add, that he not only was 
made in the likeneſs of men, but that he 
took upon him the forin of a ſervant. Had 


John i. 14. + Dan. vii. .- Rey. i. 14. f Cal, it. o. 
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he taken upon him the form of a prince, and 
appeared in all the pomp and ſplendor of the 
greateſt earthly monarch; this would have 
been a wonderful abaſement for him, who is 
theKING of kings, and LORD of lords *! 
But how much more ſo, when he took upon 
him the form, not only of a man, but of a 
mean man, a ſervant! «© Though he were 
a ſon, yet learned he obedience+.” When 
he aſſumed our nature, he became the Ser- 
vant both of God and man. 

le was prophetically declared to be the 
ſervant of God many hundred years before 
his incarnation, Thus God ſpake by the 
prophet, ** Behold my ſervant whom I up- 
hold, mine ele& in whom my ſoul delight- 
eth .“ And a faithful ſervant he proved 
himſelf in all things. J muſt,” ſaid he, 
% work the works of him that ſent me while 
it is day &.” To do the will of his Father, 
toglorify him on earth, and finiſh his work, 
was the very joy and delight of his ſoul ||. 


* Rev. xvii. 14. 1 Heb. v. 8. fü Ifai. xlil. 1. 
$ John ix. 4. | John iv. 24.—Xxvii. 4. 
And 
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And it is evident that he was alſo the ſer- 
vant of man; for he wholly devoted himſelf 
to the ſervice and benefit of men. The 
Son of man,” ſaid he, came not to be mi- 
niſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give his 
life a ranſom for many “.“ 

He ſtooped to the meaneſt office, even to 
the waſhing of his diſciples feet. His heart 
was all pity, and his ear all attention to the 
cries of the indigent ; nor did he ever with- 
hold his hand from relieving the afflicted, 
both in body and mind; who, ſenſible of 
their maladies, and confiding i in his power, 
applied unto him. 

He was conſtantly employed in doing good, 
and often neglected himſelf to ſerve us. 
Thus, when hungry and thirſty, and ſo 
fatigued with journeying, that he ſat himſelf 
down to reſt by the fide of a well; he ſeemed 
to forget his own feelings, when an opportu- 
nity offered of ſpeaking to a poor woman, 
who came thither to draw water, concerning 
the water of life, and the well of ſalvation, 
And, when his diſciples had brought him 
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meat to eat, he 1 not, till he had given 
this woman a knowledge of the well of ſal- 
vation'; and enabled her, by faith, to draw 
living water from it “. 

But, the farther we proceed to e this 
great and plorious perſon, the higher 1s our 
aſtoniſhment raiſed. He not only aſſumed 
bur nature; and ſubſe&ed himſelf to all the 
innocent infirmities of humatity ; he not 
only appeared in the character bf a ſervant; E 
but „ he humbled himſelf; and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs,” He wat like unto any other poor 
man in all thihgs, ſin only excepted; his 
parentage and education were mean and con- 
temptible He Was the ſort of an obſcure vir- 
gin, and the reputed ſon of a carpenter. 

-i Be” pafled"Mrough life very little noticed 
by tHe rich ànd great f; and, by the world 
in gendfral, was deſpiſed and rejected : but, 
8btwilhtlgeing all their unmerited contempt, 
he nevet but deviated from the path of duty. 
When 4 chita, he was dutiful to his patents; 
* Ml iv. I—z0. 1 Heb. iv. 15. 
t John vii. 48. § Ifai. liii. 1, 2, 3. 
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And it is evident that he was alſo the ſer- 
vant of man; for he wholly devoted himſelf 
to the ſervice and benefit of men. The 
Son of man,“ ſaid he, ** came not to be mi- 
niſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give his 

life a ranſom for many “.“ | 
He ſtooped to the meaneſt office, even to 
| the waſhing of his diſciples feet. His heart | 
| was all pity, and his ear all attention to the 
cries of the indigent ; nor did he ever with- 
hold his hand from relieving the afflicted, 
both in body and mind; who, ſenſible of 
their maladies, and confiding in his power, 

applied unto him. 

He was conſtantly employed in doing good, 
and often neglected himſelf to ſerve us. 
Thus, when hungry and thirſty, and fo 
fatigued with journeying, that he ſat himſelf 
down to reſt by the fide of a well ; he ſeemed 
to forget his own feelings, when an opportu- 
nity offered of ſpeaking to a poor woman, 
who came thither to draw water, concerning 
the water of life, and the well of ſalvation, 
And, when his diſciples had brought him 
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meat to eat, he ate not, till he had given 
this woman a knowledge of the well of ſal- 
vation; and enabled her, by faith, to draw 
living water from it “. | 

But, the farther we proceed to conſider this 
great and glorious perſon, the higher is our 
aſtoniſhment raiſed. He not only aſſumed 
dur nature; and ſubſected himſelf to all the 
innocent infirmities of humanity ; he not 
only appeared in the character df a ſervant; 
but „ he humbled himfelf; and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs.” He was like unto any other poor 
man in all things, ſin only excepted; his 
parentage and education were mean and con- 
temptible; de was the ſort of an obſcure vir- 
gin, and the reputed ſon of a carpenter. 
He paſſed "through life very little noticed 
by the rich and great f; and, by the world 
in gendfal, was deſpiſed and rejected $ : but, 
nbtwithftatiding all their unmerited contem pt, 
he never vnc deviated from the path of duty. 
When a'chitd, he was dutiful to his patents; 
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John iv. 1—z0. + Heb. iv. 15. 
John vii. 48. Ia. liii. 1, 2, 3. 
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as a ſubject, he was ſubmiſſive to worldly 
powers ; and, as a ſervant, he was obedient 
to his heavenly Father. . Obedient unto 
death ;”” that is, through the whole of his 
life to the time of his death, | 

But what unheard-of humility and ſelf- 
abaſement 1s this, that he ſhould die the 
death of the croſs! which, of all other 
deaths, was the moſt painful, ignominious, 
and accurſed. 

That it was painful you may eaſily. con- 

ceive, when you conſider that he was extended 
upon the crofs, and large nails, or ragged 
ſpikes, were driven through the tender fibres 
of his hands and feet ; and thus was he lifted 
up to hang upon the tree, till he there lan- 
guiſhed and died. 

And it was a death as ignpminious as it 
was painful (more ſo than for a criminal, 
in this kingdom, to be executed at Tyburn) 7 
for the death of the croſs was a puniſiment 
inflicted, by the Romans, upon the vileſſt 
flayes, upon the molt atrocious offenders. 

| Added 


14 
Added to this, it was an accurſed death; 
4% For it is written, Curſed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree “.“ 

It was an accurſed death to him indeed ! 
for there he endured the pains of death and 
hell: he was forſaken of his Father, and the 
wrath of the Almighty was poured out upon 
him. | 

It was this which made his ſufferings ſo 
dreadful to his humanity. It was this which 
extorted from him that heart-piercing cry, 
„% My God, my God, why haſt thou for- 
faken me!“ A cry, which pierced the 
manſions of the dead, ſhook the very foun- 
dations of the earth, rent the rocks aſunder, 
made the ſun bluſh and hide his face, and 
cauſed the heavens to put on ſackclofth and 
mourn. Yea, all nature ſeemed convulſed, 
when Jeſus expired upon the accurſed tree. 

We ſhall now endeavour to make a proper 
improvement of what has been ſaid. 

Let us firſt enquire a little what all this 
was for. Wherefore did Chriſt thus humble 
himſelf ? It could not be to add to his eſſen- 


Gal. iii. 13.—Deut. xxi. 23. + Mat, xxvii. 46. 
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tial glory and happineſs, for theſe will admit 
of no increaſe. If they would, aſſuming 
our nature, and enduring the croſs, could 
not poſſibly effect it; for in ſo doing he 
emptied, he abaſed himſelf. Neither was if 
done by conſtraint ; for, being God, who 
could compel him? Beſides, the text doth 
not ſay that he was humbled, but that he 
humbled himſelf. This amazing act of his 
was as free and voluntary, as1t was conde eſcend- 
ing and humiliating. 

The end and deſign of Chriſt, in all this, 
was to do us good. It was for us men and 
for our ſalvation that he thus humbled him- 
ſelf. He became man in order to ſave man. 
« He was made under the law, that he might 
redeem us who were under the law.“ How? 
By yielding perfect obedience to its precepts, 
in his life, he wrought out a righteouſneſs to 
Juſt ify us; ; and, by ſuffering the curſes of the 
law, in his death, he procured our pardon 
and peace, 

Hence we are told, that © Chriſt hath re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us. 


* Gal, iii. 13. A 3 
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And that“ he is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth *.“ 

Such was the grace, the matchleſs grace, 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, though he 
was rich, divinely and eternally rich, poſſeſſ- 
ing all the glory and bleſſedneſs of God, yet, 
for our ſakes, he became poor, that we, 
through his poverty, might be rich +. | 

If it was for us men and for our ſalvation 
that Chriſt thus humbled himſelf; then may 
we learn from hence what 1s the duty both 
of the wunthinking ſinner, the humble penitent, 
and the zrue believer. 
It is the duty of every unthinking ſinner 
to conſider his ways and be wife. And, if 
any ſuch are in this affembly, I would ob- 
ſerve, that, if you live and delight in fin, 
you are, in God's account, rebels; and, dy- 
ing in your preſent ſtate, you will receive the 
wages of fin, which is death Þ,—ezernal 
death! 

That fin is inconceivably offenſive in the 
ſight of God is evident; or Chriſt would 


* Rom. Xx. 4. + 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
5 Rom. vi. 23. $ Rev, xx. 12—15. 
| never 
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never have come into the world to put away 
fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf “. 

And there 1s no other way of eſcaping the 
puniſhment due to fin, but by believing in 
this ſin- atoning Saviour + ; receiving him for 
our prophet, our prieſt, and our king. If 
this be not done, depend upon it, he is ag 
able to puniſh as he 1s to ſave, If you bow 
not to the ſceptre of his love, you ſhall bend 
and break under the iron rod of his ven- 
geance J. | 

In rejecting Chriſt, you reje&t the only 
remedy which can cure the maladies of fin, 
and fave from death and hell. And, fo ſure 
as Chriſt was pun/hed for fin, fo ſure will the 
finally impenitent periſh in their ſin. 

May, you, therefore, ſeriouſly confider this; 
and, before it be too late, take David's ad- 
vice, viz. © Kiſs the Son, Jeſt he be angry, 
and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little: blefled are all they 
that put their truſt in him 9. 


* Heb. ix. 26. + Mark xvi. 16.—John iii. 36. 
} Palm ii. 9. $ Pſalm ii. 12, 
| Seconcly, 
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Secondly, And it is equally the duty of 
every humble penitent, of every contrite ſin- 
ner, to attend to the voice of the Goſpel ; for, 
to ſuch, it proclaims nothing but good news 
and glad tidings. It is his duty; becauſe, in 
ſo doing, he gives glory to God, by believing 
the teſtimony which he hath given of his Son. 

Here may be ſome preſent, who are in 
great diſtreſs of ſoul, on account of ſin; 
who are crying. Mine iniquities are gone 
over mine head as an heavy burden; they are 
too heavy for me *.” Woe is me, for ] am 
undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips, 
and 1 dwell in the midſt of a people of un- 
clean lips +.” Fearfulneſs and trembling 
are come upon me, and horror hath over- 
whelmed me f.“ | 

I need not aſk what you want; you want 
ſalvation; you want a Saviour, who can de- 
liver you from the wrath to come, as well as 


free you from your preſent diſtreſs. And 


bleſſed be God that ſuch a Saviour is provided 
for ſinners, and freely affered to them in the 
Goſpel. One who is both able and willing to 


* Pſalm xxxviii. 4. + Iſai. vi. 5. f Pſalm Iv. 5g. 
ſave, 
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fave, as you may learn from the text. His 


SE 


ability to fave will appear, if we confide? 
who he is. He is a divine perſon : «* Jeho# | 
vah, who ſpeaketh in righteouſneſs, mighty 
to fave*.” And his willingneſs to fave is 
evident from his aſſuming our nature, and 
becoming obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs. 

The Goſpel forbids your hearts to fear. 


Its language is, Ho! every one that thirſt- 


eth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money : come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money, 
and without price +.” And the Spirit and 
the bride ſay, Come: and let him that hear- 
eth ſav, Come: and let him that is athirſt 
come: and whoſoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely J.“ | 

Say not in your hearts, theſe bleſſings are 
not for us, for we are unworthy, Remem- 
ber, none are worthy, for all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God &; there- 
fore you have as good a claim as others, 


» Ifai, Kili. 15, + Tai. Iv. 1. 
4} Rev. xxii. 17. & Rom. iii. 23. 
/ 


The 


is 


* ws 0c 0 


( 33 ] 

The kind and compaſſionate Redeemer 
doth not exclude you, why then ſhould you 
exclude yourſelves? His language is, «I am 
the reſurrection and the life; he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
live; and whoſoever liveth, and believeth in 
me, ſhall never die “.“ „Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt +.” Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wiſe caſt out 4.“ 

May the Spirit of Grace work the work of 
faith, with power, in all your hearts, and 
make you obedient to the heavenly call! fo 
ſhall you have peace with God through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord 8. 

Vou then ſhall be enabled to ſing, with 
pious Hannah of old, The Lord killeth 
and maketh alive, he bringeth down to the 
grave and bringeth up. The Lord maketh 
poor and maketh rich ; he bringeth low and 
lifteth up. He raiſeth up the poor out of the 
duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the 
dunghill, to ſet them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory ||.” 


John xi. 25, 26. + Mat. xi. 28. f John xi. 37. 
$& Rom. v. 1. || x1 Sam. ii, 6—8. 
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Thirdly, and finally. It is the duty of 
| every true believer, to get his heart eſtabliſh- 
ed more.and more in the belief of this 
x bleſſed truth, viz. that Chriſt humbled him- 
. ſelf for him; to be thankful to the Father 
| for the gift“ of his Son; and to rejoice in 
z the freeneſs, fulneſs, and ſtability of goſpel- 
ſalvation, becauſe wrought out by him, who 
was God and man in one Chriſt, To adore 
1 and worſhip the “ Author of our ſalva- 
tion +.” Worſhip him as the God who 
it created us, redeemed us, called us by his 
grace, and quickened us by his Spirit, Wor- 
ſhip him as our divine legiſlator, ſovereign, 
and judge 2, who will fave us in the end 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, What, 
though deiſts blaſpheme his name, though 
Arians and Socinians deny his deity, or reject 
his atonement, yet may you, with Thomas, 
ſay, „My Lord and my God!” 

Aud it is equally your duty, as the beloved 
of the Lord, to imitate this Saviour in all his 
moral perfections, who thus humbled him- 
ſelf for you. 


* 2 Cor. ix. 15. + Heb. v. 9. f Ifai, xxxiii. 22. 
This 
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This is what the Apoſtle principally had in 
view in the chapter before us, The example 
of Chriſt is here propoſed for our imitation. 
« We thould ſtrive, faith an old divine, to 
expreſs Chriſt to the world, not as a picture 
doth a man, in outward lineaments only ; 
but alſo as a child doth a father, in affections. 
and actions. Our lives ſhould be as ſo many 
ſermons upon Chriſt's life.“ 

It is true, the Saviour's example 1s a per- 
fect pattern; and our imitations, at beſt, are 
very imperfect: nevertheleſs, we are to re- 
ſemble him as muchas we can, remembering, 
that his obedience and humiliation unto death 
were not only to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and to 
purchaſe our redemption, but alſo to ſet us 
an example, that we might follow his ſteps “*. 

He humbled himſelf out of love and pity 
to us, that we likewiſe might be humble, 
and exerciſe love and pity towards each 
] other +. 
$ May you therefore practically attend to 
. theſe things, and prove through the whole 

of your condua, how much you eſteem 
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your Saviour's exhortation, who faith, 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls *.“ 

«© Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs 
before the preſence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour, 
be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen +.” 


* Mat. xi. 29. + Jude 24, 25. 


